99 STAT. 2016 PROCLAMATION 5302—FEB. 16, 1985

Ante, p. 4.

AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO,

nomic strength and to introducing young Americans to the opportunities
and rewards of free enterprise, the Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 36,
has designated the week of February 10, 1985, through February 16, 1985, as
“National DECA Week” and authorized and requested the President to
issue a proclamation in observance of that week.

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning February 10 through
February 16, 1985, as National DECA Week, and I call upon all government
agencies, interested organizations, community groups, and the people of the
United States to observe this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies,
and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day of
February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
ninth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5302 of February 16, 1985
Lithuanian Independence Day, 1985

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Sixty-seven years ago, a small nation achieved freedom in the aftermath of
World War 1. Proclaiming the Lithuanian Republic, its founders stepped for-
ward on February 16, 1918, to assert their country's independence and com-
mitment to a government based on justice, democracy, and the rights of in-
dividuals. Twenty-two years later, Soviet tyranny imposed itself on Lithua-
nia and denied the Lithuanian people their just right of national self-deter-
mination as well as basic human freedoms.

Among the freedoms most consistently attacked by Soviet authorities is the
freedom of religion. The victims of these attacks have often been Catholic
Church figures, such as Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, Father Sigitas Tamke-
vicius, and, most recently, Father Jonas-Kastytis Matulionis. Their crimes:
administering to the spiritual needs of the faithful.

Yet the people of Lithuania refuse to submit quietly. Hundreds of thousands
of people have signed petitions demanding the release of priests and other
human and civil rights leaders. Underground publications such as the sixty-
fourth issue of the “Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania” and
forty-first issue of *“The Dawn,"” which have recently come to the West, con-
tinue to inform the world of ongoing persecutions.

Americans are united in an enduring belief in the right of peoples to live in
freedom. The United States has refused to recognize the forcible incorpora-
tion of Lithuania into the Soviet Union. We must be vigilant in the protec-
tion of this ideal because we know that as long as freedom is denied to
others, it is not truly secure here.

We mark this anniversary of Lithuanian Independence with a renewed
hope that the blessings of liberty will be restored to Lithuania.
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The Congress of the United States, by House Joint Resolution 655, has des- 98 Stat. 2717.
ignated February 16, 1985, as Lithuanian Independence Day and authorized

and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this

event.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim February 16, 1985, as Lithuanian Independ-
ence Day. I invite the people of the United States to observe this day with
appropriate ceremonies and to reaffirm their dedication to the ideals which
unite us and inspire others.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day of
February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-five, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
ninth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5303 of February 20, 1985
National Safe Boating Week, 1985

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Americans increasingly look to the water for recreation and relaxation.
This year, approximately one-quarter of us will enjoy boating in one or
more of its many and varied forms. Therefore, it is important that all those
involved in recreational boating observe proper safety practices, know and
obey rules of safe boating, and show courtesy and consideration on the
water.

In addition, all boaters should wear personal flotation devices while on the
water. According to the United States Coast Guard, seventy-five percent of
those who died in boating accidents last year might have been saved had
they worn these devices.

The theme of this year's National Safe Boating Week emphasizes the dan-
gers of combining alcohol consumption with operating a boat. The use of
alcohol and other intoxicating substances is a major factor in boating acci-
dents and fatalities. Boat operators who drink often cannot react promptly
to hazards and thereby endanger not only themselves but also others on the
water. The use of even small amounts of alcohol can significantly impair an
operator's judgment and boat-handling skills. This is particularly true as fa-
tigue caused by sun, glare, noise, wind, and boat motion intensifies the ef-
fects of alcohol. Through the observance of National Safe Boating Week,
1985, all Americans should be alerted to these dangers.

In recognition of the need for boating safety, the Congress, by joint resolu-
tion approved June 4, 1958, as amended (36 U.S.C. 161), authorized and re-
quested the President to proclaim annually the week commencing on the
first Sunday in June as National Safe Boating Week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning June 2, 1985, as Nation-
al Safe Boating Week. I invite the Governors of the States, Puerto Rico, the
Northern Mariana Islands, the Virgin Islands, Guam, and American Samoa,
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